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Description of the problem

This article provides a solution for issues with special characters, when you need to
work on plain text files (*.txt) using the HP Palmtops and using Windows (XP, in this
case, but it should work as well with Windows Vista and Windows 7 t00).

Usually, if you write text with special characters on the HP, when loading the file into
a Windows editor, the special characters are garbled:

If you write on the Palmtop:

Accented u: U
Circonflex a: a
C-cedille: ¢

0-Slash (oe): @

German Umlauts: 6aiUOAB

And load the file into a Windows-based text editor, it will look like this:

Accented u: £
Circonflex a: f
C-cedille: t

o0-Slash (oe): »

German Umlauts: ”,[J§™Za

You need a tool to convert the text written on the Palmtop to using the Windows
codepage. Usually, this kind of conversion is called “DOS to Windows”, “ASCII to
ANSI”, also converting to UTF-8 could be a solution.



Smoothing the workflow

If you like to share files between the Palmtop and a Windows system and use both
systems to work on those files, the smoothest workflow | could work out is this:

1.

After working on the file using the Palmtop, e.g. with MEMO or PE editor,
transfer the file to the Windows PC (e.g. using a CF card or serial connection
using Total Commander and the HPLX Plugin)

. On the Windows PC, open the file with the freeware editor “PlainEdit”

http://www.gaijin.at/dIplainedit.php

At first, the special characters will look garbled.

In Plainedit, use the function Format > Convert Text > ASCII to ANSII (DOS to
Windows). Special characters are displayed correctly now.

Work on the file in Windows / PlainEdit

Once you plan to transfer the file back to the Palmtop, use PlainEdit’s function
Format > Convert Text > ANSI to ASCII (Windows to DOS)

Special characters look garbled again.

Transfer the file to the Palmtop

Work on the file using the Palmtop (MEMO, PE or similar). There, the special
characters will be displayed correctly.

Attention!

If you ever forget to convert the file back to DOS format before transferring the file to
the Palmtop, do not add any new special character to the file on the Palmtop,
because then you would have special characters using mixed encodings in the same
file, which will result in a mess.

You may edit a Windows-encoded file on the Palmtop, as soon as you only add
standard characters (from the US-ASCII character set, no language-specific special
characters).



DOS to Windows conversion in PlainEdit:

<% PlainEdit - ConvText. txt
File Edit
Noa-0E g Es

3 ConwTestet | ) oy ¥= Indent paragraph
& Unindent paragraph

Search  Insert Wigw Extras Help

1 Accented u:
3 £ 21 sort lines ascending (A-2)
Z ' :
4 Circonflex a: &l sort lines descending (Z-4)
ol Move lines up
[
7 C-cedille:
g ¥ Remove lines
10 o-51ash (oe):
11 =
iz Wyrap words

135 Germar Umlant
14 <.05%Z4

15

15

ChrH-Alt4

CErl-Al+H

Replace named HTML special characters

Ln 16, Col 1, Pos 109 (0) Ins

103 Byte

3_',, special charackers to HTML codes

#_,, special charackers to HTML unicodes

&? HTML codes and -unicodes to special characters
%% Remove HTML-tags

Encode HTML special characters

E Decode HTML special characters

M, Remove multiple whitespaces

ARSI bo ASCIT (Windows to DOS)

UTF aMSI to UTF-8
YTF UTF-8 ko ANST

Y Text to URL encoded

Y™ URL encoded ko ket
QF Text to quoted-printable
QF oioked-printable ko text
B_E;' Texk to Basetd

?E‘ Basetd bo bext

B pOT-13

—

”_;' Tabs bo spaces
'..'[_] Spaces to tabs

[.:.|f Remove trailing spaces
AB Texk to upper case
ab Text to lower case

"% | .
Aa Shift case nite



Windows to DOS conversion in PlainEdit:

<% PlainEdit - ConvText.txt
Fle Edit
DA -0 B e

13 ConvTesttet | | oy V= Indert paragraph
4= Unindent paragraph

Search Insert Wigw Extras Help

Accented u:
1 %l Sort lines ascending (A-Z)
El Sort lines descending (2-4)

1
2
g
4 Circonflex a:
5
3
7
a

Chrl+AlE+T
Chrl+al+

a Move lines up
C-cedille:
5 ¥ Remove lines
10 o-%lash (oe):
11 @
12 Wrap words
13 German Tmlant
14 AauTiis Replace named HTML special characters
15
16

Ln 16, Caol 1, Pos 109 (0} Ins

105 Byte

Special characters ko HTML codes

Special characters bo HTML unicodes

HTML codes and -unicodes to special characters
Remowve HTML-tags

Encode HTML special characters

ol gl

¢ Decode HTML special characters
M, Remove multipls whitespaces

ASCIT Eo AMSI (DOS ta Windows)
YTE aMSI to UTF-8
YTF UTF-8 ko AMST

YR Text ko URL encoded

- URL encoded ko bext

Ul Text to quoked-printable
" Quoted-printable to text
B_E," Texk to Basetd

?E‘ Basefd to text

R poT-13

”_[J Tabs to spaces
5'[_] Spaces to tabs

L) remave trailing spaces
AB Text bo upper case
ab Text to lower case

'] .
A a Shift case I



Further workflow optimization using keyboard hotkeys

In order to avoid the need to use PlainEdit’s menu for the conversion, you may define
keyboard shortcuts for the conversion, e.g. Shift-Ctrl-D for DOS-to-Windows
conversion and Shift-Ctrl-W for Windows-to-DOS conversion.
This can be done in PlainEdit’s hotkey configuration dialog:

Extras > Hotkey Configuration

Configure hotkeys

i ' Gato bookmark
EI Insert
- Date | Time
- Cliphoard
L Content templates
[=]- Farmak
Corrverk bext
Remove lines
Wrap words
=1 Wiew
Syntax highlighters
i... Editor Font

- Exkras
- Help
- Conkexk menu (File-Tab)
- Conkext menu (Search area)
- File-Tab

- Editor-Hotkeys
[=]- Editar
- Mawvigation
- Selection
- Selection mode

- Formatting
- Frik

Enitry Hokkey

Special characters to HTML codes
Special characters to HTML unicodes
HTML codes and -unicodes ko spe. ..
Remowve HTML-tags

Encode HTML special charackers
Decode HTML special characters
Remove mulkiple whitespaces

ARSI ko ASCII (windows to DOS)
ASCIT ko AMST (D05 ko Windows)
AMN3I ko UTF-3

UTF-5 ko AMSI

Text bo URL encoded

URL encoded to text

Text to quoted-printable
Cuoted-printable to kext

Text ko Basetd

Basetd to bext

L Y

Current hotkey: |(nune)

Default hiotkey: ||:n|:|ne)

Generate hotkey: | |

| ok

Cancel




